
GENERAL COMMENTS – Commissioner’s Meeting – October 14, 2014 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. in Room 102 of the Borough Hall.  The 

announcement of Public Meetings was read by Commissioner Kasko.  After the Pledge of 

Allegiance and a moment of silence, roll call was taken.  Commissioner Kasko, 

Commissioner Moscatelli and Commissioner Rochford were present along with the 

Borough Administrator, the Borough Solicitor and the Borough Clerk.  Commissioner 

Moscatelli announced that Commissioner Kasko would be late as he was at the Tatem 

Back to School night. 

 

Mr. Charles Latini of the New Jersey Chapter of American Planning Association presented 

to the Board of Commissioners a Certificate of Achievement naming downtown 

Haddonfield as one of the “Great Places in New Jersey”.  Commissioner Kasko accepted 

the award on behalf of the Borough and stated that there are many people who are 

responsible for this achievement.  He specifically recognized the Planning Board, 

Partnership for Haddonfield, the Historic Preservation Commissioner, our Public Works 

Department and our Police Department, as well as the downtown merchants and stated 

that we did not get here by accident.  We did so through many years of hard work.  

Although this certificate is being presented to the Commissioners it is everyone else who 

did the work to get to this point.  Mr. Latini stated that this is America at its finest. 

 

Commissioner Rochford announced that the Fall Festival will be held on Saturday, October 

18, 2014 in our downtown area and invited everyone to attend. 

 

Commissioner Moscatelli introduced Greg Ley as the new Superintendent of Public Works.  

He provided a brief background on Mr. Ley and indicated that the residents can expect 

to see amazing things coming from this department in the future.  Mr. Ley stated that it is 

an honor to be working for the Borough of Haddonfield, which is the personification of the 

perfect community. 

 

Commissioner Rochford then presented to Butch Brees the proclamation naming October 

Hadrosaurus Foulkii Discovery Month. 

 

Commissioner Kasko then presented a gift he received from the Mayor of Kasukabe, 

Japan, which was given to him through the American students who visited Japan through 

the Japanese Exchange Student Program. 

 

Resolution 2014-10-14-164 was then introduced, which authorizes the payment of 

vouchers.  Mr. Peterson asked what check number 30048 was for.  Commissioner Kasko 

replied that this was for the Police Department regarding the kiosks.  Mr. Peterson then 

asked about check number 30062 for Remington & Vernick Engineers.  Commissioner 

Kasko replied that this was for general engineering fees.  As there were no further 

questions the Commissioners voted unanimously to approve the resolution. 

 

Commissioner Kasko, Commissioner Moscatelli and Commissioner Rochford voted 

unanimously to approve the following resolutions when there were no questions asked: 

 

2014-10-14-165 Authorization to Hold First Night  

2014-10-14-166 Auth. for Moratorium on Overnight Parking Enforcement – First Night 

2014-10-14-167 Authorization to Approve General Event Permit Applications – Various 

2014-10-14-168 Auth. to Approve Merchandise Display Permit – Joey’s Unique Boutique 

 

After Resolution 2014-10-14-169 was introduced, which authorized various appointments to 

the Zoning Board, Mr. Peterson suggested combining the Zoning Board and Planning 

Board into one group.  He noted that this is a suggested that he has also made in the past.  

Commissioner Kasko replied that the Commissioners review these boards annually.  

Although, he noted that he did not expect to do that at this time specifically because of 

the current controversy.  As there were no further questions, the Commissioner voted to 

approve the resolution.  Commissioner Kasko and Commissioner Rochford voted 

affirmatively for all of the appointments.  Commissioner Moscatelli voted for affirmatively 

for everyone with the exception of Brian Mulholland for whom he voted negatively. 

 

Commissioner Moscatelli and Commissioner Rochford voted unanimously to approve the 

following resolutions when there were no questions asked: 

 

2014-10-14-170 Authorization to Extend the Contract for the Borough Solicitor – 3rd Year 

 

Resolution 2014-10-14-171 was then introduced, which awards the bid for the temporary 

labor contract with the Borough.  Mr. Peterson pointed out that there was a typographical 

error in the names listed as those who bid.  As there were no further questions the 

Commissioners voted unanimously on the corrected resolution. 



 

Once Resolution 2014-10-14-172 was introduced, which authorizes the submission of an 

application to the NJ Department of Transportation for the FY2015 NJDOT Trust Fund 

Reconstruction of Centre Street and Ellis Street Project, as well as execute the agreement 

for such project, Mr. Peterson commented that Ellis Street to Kings Court is located in the 

downtown area and needs to be made more attractive. 

 

Walter Weidenbacher, Center Street, asked what was happening with the vacant land 

across the street at the back of Kings Court.  Commissioner Kasko replied that this was 

private property and we did not have information on the property.  The Borough 

Administration noted that the property owner has indicated that plans are coming, but 

nothing has been received as yet. 

 

As there were no further questions asked the Commissioners voted unanimously to 

approve the resolution. 

 

Commissioner Kasko then opened the meeting for public comment. 

 

Angela Melzi, Maple Avenue, stated that she had attended the Commissioner Work 

Session on October 6, 2014 and wanted to bring the topic that had been discussed there 

up at a public meeting.  She then reviewed the copy of the tape of the Zoning Board 

meeting that has been posted to the Haddonfield United website.  The comments made 

on this tape by the Chairperson of the Zoning Board are unacceptable; stating that the 

“wackos on Maple Avenue believe that I am the antichrist” and referring to Commissioner 

Moscatelli as “Mozzarelli”.  She stated that she has lived here for 60 years and thought that 

we had moved beyond the disrespect of the Italian-American community.  She also 

stated that she is voicing her strong dismay that such a person who says these things is the 

Chairperson of our Zoning Board.  It is her belief that he knew exactly what he was saying 

when he “mispronounced” Commissioner Moscatelli’s name.  We need to set a standard 

in this town and we cannot allow our young people to think that a person in such a 

position can show disrespect to our citizens.  She did not believe that the Commissioners 

would not have the ability to remove this person from his position.  She finished by stating 

that it is up to the Commissioner to do something about this injustice and announced that 

a letter has been sent to the Human Relations Commission on this matter.  Commissioner 

Rochford stated that the Commissioners are looking into this issue.  He has spoken with the 

Chairperson, but has not had a chance to discuss this with the Commissioners.  He finished 

by stating that as this is a personnel issue he did not want to discuss it in public at this time.  

Ms. Melzi stated that she did not feel that as an Italian-American she did not fell that she 

could go before the Zoning Board and get a fair hearing.  She could not believe that the 

Zoning Board Attorney did not stand up and tell the Chairperson that his comments would 

not be allowed.  She finished by stating that this man cannot be allowed to represent our 

community. 

 

Susan Hoch, Coles Mill Road, stated that the bigger issue here is about bullying.  Do we 

accept bullying?  These actions send a bad message to our residents.  This kind of 

behavior has to end and any type of prejudice by an official is unacceptable.  She would 

like to see everyone on the Zoning board removed from their positions because none of 

them stood up and told the Chairperson that what he was saying was wrong. 

 

Anthony Errichetto, Hillside Lane, stated that he agrees with the comments made so far.  

The disrespect that the Chairperson showed to all the residents and the Commissioners is 

unacceptable and he feels that he should be removed from his position.  On a different 

topic, he has recently spoken with the Construction Code Official regarding how the 

height of buildings is measured.  He then commented that there is a discrepancy 

regarding how much the home at 406 Hillside Lane should have been lowered to meet 

the requirements; 19” or 14”.  He then spoke about the difference ways that this height 

can be measured and recommended that more sophisticated equipment be purchased 

for our Construction official, rather than relying on outside engineers or architects.  He then 

asked who is held accountable when the Borough employees are not doing their jobs 

because he did not believe that the oversight of this property was properly handled.  

Commissioner Rochford replied that they have been informed that the new height of the 

building is now 34.5’.  The Construction Code Official is in the process of having this 

information confirmed.  He then explained the process by which the property owner 

and/or developer was informed that there was an issue with the height and no permits 

would be issued until the issue was corrected.  Mr. Errichetto then stated that his property is 

now getting water runoff because of this construction that he did not have before and he 

did not believe that the set back is right.  Commissioner Kasko, with regards to the 

accountability, replied that the Construction Code Official reports to Commissioner 

Rochford.  Although the residents can contact any of the Commissioners with their 

concerns, in this case the issue would be referred to Commissioner Rochford.  He did note 

that there are cases where the job duties of the Commissioners overlap. 



 

The owner of Doggie & Kitty Style talked about a report through the Civic Association from 

the Camden County Prosecutor’s Office regarding an attempted abduction on October 

18, 2014 on Tanner Street.  She expressed her concerns about not hearing of this incident 

through our own Police Department.  She does not want to have a false sense of security, 

especially since she is leaving her business later at night.  Commissioner Rochford asked 

the Police Chief to report on this incident.  The Police Chief explained that due to some 

issues with the information from the case there was a delay in reporting the incident so 

that the information could be vetted.  Currently there is no forward movement in this case.  

The Prosecutor’s Office put information out without our knowledge.  He finished by stating 

that there is nothing to worry about because of this incident.  The store owner asked if the 

Police Department ever made judgment calls about what should and should not be 

reported.  The Police Chief replied that they put everything out and the various reporters 

choose what to report and what not to report. 

 

Mr. Weidenbacher, with regard to the Zoning Board incident, stated that a new sound 

system is needed for these meetings.  He is most upset about the “wacko” comment.  

What concerned his about this was the fact that it was clearly not a slip of the tongue.  For 

a quasi-judicial board, the Chairperson was acting very injudicious.   

 

Dave Siedell, Chews landing Road, agreed that the sound system is terrible.  Commissioner 

Moscatelli replied that this issue is being worked on and that we are working on taking bids 

for this work. 

 

Mr. Peterson stated there was too much mulch put in the tree wells in Kings Court and 

suggested that the Public Works employees should get proper guidelines from the Shade 

Tree Commission.  He also suggested that they not be allowed to mulch again until this has 

been done.  Additionally, some of the mulch should be removed.  He then pointed out 

the location of a dead tree on Washington Avenue near Heritage Road.  Commissioner 

Moscatelli replied that he would give the information to Public Works. 

 

Ms. Melzi stated that the reason she is so offended and upset about the mispronunciation 

of Commissioner Moscatelli’s name is because there are people who are not as offended 

and do not understand what Italian-Americans have endured.  What this slur says to our 

children is that they can be subjected to such slurs also.  She is deeply hurt by this and 

does not want the problems to start all over again.  A message must be sent.  She believes 

that there seems to be a general lack of respect and disregard for people in town 

anymore.  She then indicated that the Construction Code Official is not being monitored. 

 

Ms. Hoch talked about the issues caused by “mulch volcanos” above the root flair and 

gave a breakdown of why this is so bad for the trees.  She also commented that the right 

plants needs to be chosen for the right place, which is not being done at present. 

 

Mr. Weidenbacher stated that he did not mean to diminish the slur against Commissioner 

Moscatelli’s name, but he just also felt that the “wacko” comment was way out of line.  He 

finished by reading a poem he had written entitled “Mulch Volcanos”. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Deanna Bennett 

Borough Clerk 

 


